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From The President 
CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt 

USN (Ret.) 

Greetings! 
 
As we begin a new year of activi-

ties for the North Carolina Council of 
Chapters, I want to open this message 
with a special “Hello” to new Chap-
ter Presidents that are coming on 
board to be part of our family!  I 
know that the decision on the part of 
these individuals to be nominated or 
to “fleet up” to a Chapter President 
role was not taken lightly, and I want 
to say a hearty “THANK YOU” as 
one of the most frequent items listed 
under “Problems” in Chapter quarter-
ly reports is the reluctance on the part 
of members to assume a leadership 
role…it should go without saying, 
however, that as a Military Officer 
Association of America member, 
your agreeing to serve is just another 
confirmation of your desire to “Never 
Stop Serving.”  

 
Having just completed our Coun-

cil’s 1st quarterly meeting hosted by 
the Osborne Piedmont Chapter with 

President Lee Richmond at the helm 
in Greensboro, NC, we’re off and 
running on another great year of 
NCCOC business and camaraderie.  
I emphasize the latter as I feel strong-
ly that our regular opportunities to 
gather as a council, along with spous-
es who choose to come and be a part 
of the weekend dinners and special 
outings, are a special time for us to 
share with like-minded military retir-
ees in full support of MOAA’s mis-
sion and objectives. 

 
Prior to coming to Greensboro, I 

also had the opportunity to visit with 
the members, and install new offic-
ers, for the Coastal Carolina Chapter 
in New Bern, NC.  One part of the 
job as your Council President is to 
visit and participate in regular, or 
special meetings of our 16 North 
Carolina chapters.  I was able to go to 
11 of the 16 cities where chapters 
reside in 2016, and with Coastal un-
der my belt, I only have 3 more until 
I’ve accomplished a clean sweep of 

Reminder: 
Make a reservation at the 
Hampton Inn Bermuda Run 
Hotel for the 2nd Quarter 
NCCOC  Meeting...do it 
today! 

mailto:mailto%20www.moaanc.org
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The President’s Message 
(continued from page 1) 

the entire council!  If your chapter is one for 
which the opportunity hasn’t arisen to enable 
my visit, please don’t hesitate to call and let’s 
talk! 

 
Now that 2017 is underway, however, the 

next BIG event is MOAA’s annual 
“Storming the Hill” in Washington, DC that 
will take place on April 4-6, 2017.  Having 
already experienced storming last year, I’m 
knowledgeable on the process and am work-
ing tirelessly to schedule a courtesy call to 
each of our NC legislators…not an easy task!  
And of course, with the rapid pace of things 
occurring on the hill with the new administra-
tion, trying to secure a visit – even a brief one 
– with our senators or representatives is a her-
culean task.  Whatever the case, however, if 
we can only call and brief the legislative as-
sistants, our work will still be meaningful. 

 
The North Carolina “Storming” team is 

very excited to have as a member of our dele-
gation, Lt Gen Dana Atkins, President, who 
will accompany us on our rounds.  Two items 
that will be the focus of our pressing the is-
sues to the hill include ending the sequestra-

tion that is crippling the military and once 
again pushing to have the  SBP/DIC offset 
that reduces payments to widows of military 
servicemembers who died as a result of their 
service eliminated.  This is the second year 
that the SBP/DIC offset will be raised, and 
although Congress extended the monthly sti-
pend for widows through 2018, the repeal of 
the measure is the “right thing to do!” 

 
I could fill more space with my comments but 
feel the need to open up the remaining pages 
on this edition of “Council Comments” so 
that our editor, Capt Mark Beymer, USMC, 
Frm. has plenty of space to cover many other 
important topics of interest for our NC chap-
ters.  These include, but are not limited to in-
formation on our September 7-10, 2017 
statewide convention to be held at the Histor-
ic Williamsburg Lodge in Williamsburg, VA.  
And, that event is another opportunity where 
we will be spending time with Lt Gen Atkins 
who will be our keynote speaker at the Satur-
day night formal dinner.  Be sure and look to 
the information on how to register for this 
great convention and we’ll see you in Wil-
liamsburg this September!  

 
Fourth Branch Team 

The General Assembly in Raleigh is now moving in full swing. As we have committed to do-
ing, we are working hard so that legislators will recognize your contributions and eliminate 
the state income tax on your hard earned benefits. 
  
On Tuesday, House Bill 103 was filed. Entitled "Equal Tax Treatment of Gov't Retirees", this 
bill aims to reach our goal. Under HB 103 persons may deduct the amount they receive from 
their state, local, or federal retirement plan from their adjusted gross income when filling out 
N.C. taxes. 
  
Of course, this is very early in the life of the bill. However, this is a strong step in the right 
direction. We will keep you updated at every phase of the process so be on the lookout for fu-
ture emails. 
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March 17, 2017 

From MOAA National 

...MOAA will “Storm the Hill”-something we do every year. This year our focus is on end-
ing the sequester, with its harmful budget caps, and the widows tax, the offset to SBP-DIC 
that will cost surviving spouses over $15,000 a year if not repealed. 

Sequestration is a complicated issue with a variety of scenarios and no firm cost projections 
because of several variables. The Budget Control Act of 2011 established caps restricting 
DoD's ability to spend funds previously approved. Those caps were then adjusted through 
the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015 to account for increases in appropriations for certain pur-
poses; for DoD, those purposes were for overseas contingencies operations. In short, seques-
tration ties up billions of dollars of heretofore projected spending, cripples DoD's acquisition 
process, and threatens basic allowances and entitlements for our military.  

We need Congress to legislate an end to sequestration and follow up with budget reforms 
that take into account today's defense and non-defense realities shaped by dynamic global 
security challenges.  

The SBP-DIC offset is unfair to surviving spouses, and we have been working to repeal it 
for more than 15 years. 

Outright repeal would cost nearly $10 billion, but in 2007, Congress recognized the 
“unfairness” of the offset and, in response, authorized SSIA as a vehicle to repeal the offset 
gradually. This incremental slope has leveled off at $310 per month (compared to the intend-
ed $1,258 per month benefit lost due to the offset). However, SSIA will expire in May 2018 
unless Congress extends the allowance. 

We need Congress to repeal the offset entirely. However, given the magnitude of such a bill, 
we understand and support an incremental strategy to continue to increase SSIA over time 
until its intended culmination: total repeal of the offset.  

But the Armed Services Committees that own the program have a problem with financing it 
because of congressional funding rules that force them to cut a dollar of retirement or TRI-
CARE for Life for every dollar added for the SSIA.  MOAA agrees this is not a good solu-
tion. 

That's why the Armed Services Committees have asked the Budget Committees for help in 
identifying outside offsets to allow the SSIA fix. 

 
U.S. Legislative Activities:  2017 

National Issues:  Storming the Hill 
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Friday, May 12th -DIFFERENT DAY; DIFFERENT LOCATION, DIFFERENT BEGINNING TIME – we are 
meeting at WinMock (‘The Barn’) at Kinderton, in Bermuda Run, NC (across the road from Bermuda Run Coun-
try Club). Social time begins at 5:00 PM. This will be a combined meeting with the Tarheel Central Chapter host-
ing the North Carolina Council of Chapters (NCCOC) MOAA. Chapter Presidents and their spouses, guests and/or 
alternates will be attending from all parts of North Carolina. Our chapter will be awarding scholarships to college 
bound graduating seniors who are members of JROTC units in the area we serve. Lodging for our out-of-town 
guests has been arranged at the Hampton Inn in Bermuda Run. A Saturday morning program will be available for 
spouses and guests. Special pricing on lodging at the Hampton Inn and the Saturday morning activity is available 
to Tarheel Central Chapter members as well as North Carolina Council of Chapters. 

Reservations Must Be Made No Later than Noon Wednesday, May 10, 2017! 
Meeting at WinMock (‘The Barn’) at Kinderton, in Bermuda Run, NC. So-
cial time begins at 5:00 PM. - Make your reservations early to Warren Boyer 
(336) 407-2374. Please indicate additional Sponsored Guest(s) on back of this 
form. 

Dinner Meeting RESERVATION FORM for Friday, May 
12, 2017 

Your Name:   

Number of Reser-
vations: 

  

Spouse:   

Guests:   

At $35.00 
each: 

  

Add Scholarship 
Fund Donation: 

  

Add Dues:   

Grand Total Owed:   

Make all checks 
payable to: 

Tarheel Central Chapter, MOAA 

Mail your 
paid reserva-

tions to: 

Tarheel Central Chapter, MOAA 

% Warren Boyer, 1103 Standish Court 

Winston-Salem, NC 27106-5213 

Phone: (336) 768-
2314 

Email: wboyer@triad.rr.com 

  

mailto:wboyer@triad.rr.com
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Second Quarterly NCCOC Meeting Information 
Lodging 

LODGING INFORMATION FOR THE COMBINED TARHEEL CENTRAL CHAPTER AND  NORTH CAROLI-
NA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS (MOAA) MEETING FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2017 AND SATURDAY, MAY 13, 
2017  
   
THE MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MOAA) HAS RECEIVED A SPECIAL RATE OF 
$115 PER NIGHT PLUS TAXES OF 12.75% FOR THE PERIOD 05/11/17 TO 05/13/17 
(UNFORTUNATELY, DUE TO WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY GRADUATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
MONDAY, THE SPECIAL RATES CANNOT BE EXTENDED BEYOND SATURDAY, MAY 13, NOW).  
TO MAKE RESEVATIONS ONLINE AT THE HAMPTON INN BERMUDA RUN, 196 NC HWY 801 N, GO 
TO:  
 , 
www.bermudarunadvance.hamptoninn.com  THEN:   
  
• CLICK ON: BOOK A ROOM • ENTER ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE DATES • COMPLETE: ROOMS/
ADULTS/CHILDREN • CLICK ON: ADD SPECIAL RATE CODES • UNDER GROUP CODE: ENTER 
MOS • CLICK ON: CHECK ROOMS & RATES • UNDER: NARROW YOUR RESULTS: SELECT DESIRED 
LODGING, THEN • CLICK ON: SELECT • FINALLY, ENTER NAME, ETC. AND BILLING INFORMMA-
TION  
  
WE HAVE 26 ROOM TYPES AVAILABLE AS FOLLOWS:  • 1  KING SMOKING • 5  KING NON-
SMOKING • 2  QUEEN SMOKING • 15 2 QUEEN NON-SMOKING • 3 KING/QUEEN ACCESSIBLE  
  
THE SPECIAL RATE OF $115 PER NIGHT PLUS TAX IS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY AND UNTIL APRIL 
13, 2017. ON APRIL 14, 2017, ALL UNUSED INVENTORY  WILL RETURN TO THE BLOCK. IF 
ROOMS BECOME AVAILABLE AFTER RETURN TO INVENTORY DATE, THE FULL RATE OF $165.00 
PLUS TAX WILL APPLY.  
  
NOTE: LATE CHECKOUT ON SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2017 AT 1:00 PM.   
  
CONTACT ANNA LOWE, SALES MANAGER AT THE HAMPTON INN BERMUDA RUN, IF YOU EXPE-
RIENCE PROBLEMS REGISTERING AT THE ABOVE WEBSITE.  
 196 NC Hwy 801 N Bermuda Run, NC 27006 USA  
  
Office Phone Number:  336-998-3480 Extension 6103 Fax Number: 336-998-3489                    
anna.lowe@hilton.com www.bermudarunadvance.hamptoninn.com  
  

mailto:anna.lowe@hilton.com
http://www.bermudarunadvance.hamptoninn.com
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Second Quarterly NCCOC Meeting Information 
Meeting Site 

The Tarheel Central Chapter will host the 2nd Quarterly Meeting 
 

At the 
 

WinMark at Kinderton 
 

168 E. Kinderton Way, Bermuda Run, NC 
angelac@winmock.com 

 
 
The beauty and significance of WinMock’s design led to its listing as a National 
Historic Site, and earned an individual listing on the United States National Reg-
ister of Historic Places — a designation held by less than 10% of all properties on 
the Register. Combine that with the considered renovations of veteran event plan-
ners, and you’re looking at one of the most capable and exquisite event venues in 
the American South. 

mailto:angelac@winmock.com
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2017 NCCOC Bi-Annual Convention 
Williamsburg, VA 

Williamsburg Lodge, Williamsburg, VA 

September 7-10, 2017 

Price $1,570/couple; $1,270 Single  Deposit $350/person  Due May14, 2017 

Total Due:  July 14, 2017   Optional Cancellation Insurance available 

Welcome Reception; All breakfasts and Dinners (Lunch is on you) 

Unlimited access to all Colonial  Williamsburg Attractions; Complementary Guest 
Parking; Complementary Wi-Fi; Unlimited Shuttle Services; Briefings by Williamsburg 
Guides; Free Tennis; Complimentary Bicycle Rental; Free Golf Clinic; Access to Spa 

Additional Information and Reservation Forms Available:   

http://moaa-nc.org/calendar.php  

Or Contact LTC George Brudzinkski, USMC, Ret, NCCOC Treasurer 

E-Mail:  17george@bellsouth.net 

Mailing Address: PO Box 3753, Boone, NC 28607 

Program note: The Military Officer Association of America President and CEO, Lt. Gen. 
Dana Atkins, USAF (Ret) will be our keynote guest speaker at the Saturday, September 9th 
plated dinner for the convention.  

http://moaa-nc.org/calendar.php
mailto:17george@bellsouth.net


 

North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

113 S. Milford Drive 

Salisbury, NC 28144 

 

Address Correction Requested 

        Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published four to six times per year.  A current issue 
of the newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chap-
ters website, www.moaa-nc.org. Anyone wishing to receive this news-
letter by e-mail may do so by contacting us using the “Contact Us” link 
on the website, www.moaa-nc.org/contact.php.  
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